
 
 

CITY OF BLUE ASH 
Interoffice Memo – City Manager's Office 

TO:  City Council 

FROM:  City Manager and Department Directors 

SUBJECT: Agenda Items for the February 27th Council Meeting 

DATE:  February 25, 2020  

COPIES: Department Directors, Press, Clerk of Council, Solicitor 

 
This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the February 27th Council agenda.  

5. PUBLIC HEARING – 7:05PM, Thursday, February 27, 2020, to consider a Final 
Development Plan approval for a Master Sign Plan in “The District” portion of Summit 
View Subdivision, in the Summit Park Zoning District. (Resolution 2020-12) 

The proposed “Master Sign Plan” is a comprehensive plan for sign regulations that would apply 
to building and ground signs for lots within the subdivision and to monument signs that identify 
“The District” area as distinct from adjacent areas within the overall Neighborhoods at Summit 
Park development and from Summit Park. If approved, the proposed regulations would be 
applied in place of the standard zoning code sign regulations for the Summit Park Zoning 
District. The Concept Development Plan for this site was reviewed by Planning Commission in 
August 2016 and approved by City Council Ordinance 2016-48 on September 22, 2016. 

Planning Commission considered the current request at its regular meeting on February 6, 
2020 and recommended approval. Minor revisions to the proposed regulations discussed by 
Planning Commission at its meeting were incorporated into the attachment to the Resolution. 

Please direct any questions to the Community Development Director. 

9.a.1. Ordinance 2020-1 – Amending Chapters 1121, 1131, and 1135 of the Blue Ash 
Zoning Code relative to building heights and setbacks, senior housing, and multi-family 
and mixed-use residential land uses (Ordinance No. 2020-1, second reading) 

City Council adopted a moratorium on Downtown development in July 2019 to allow fact-finding 
and consideration of Zoning Code amendments that would result in developments more 
consistent with the goals of the Comprehensive Plan and City Council.  In November, Council 
passed a motion directing Planning Commission to formally consider proposed amendments 
that were the result of Council input from site visits and Council discussions during the 
moratorium.  On December 5, 2019, Planning Commission recommended amendments to the 
Downtown zoning district regulations that are reflected in Ordinance 2020-1.  A public hearing 
and first reading of the ordinance was held at City Council’s February 13th meeting.  At that time 
Council suggested further revision to the code, specifically removing “mixed-use residential” 
from the allowable uses.  Both the original ordinance and a revised version are included for 
Council’s consideration. 
Please direct questions regarding this item to the City Manager. 

9.a.2. Resolution 2020-12 – Final Development Plan approval for a Master Sign Plan in 
“The District” portion of Summit View Subdivision, in the Summit Park Zoning District. 

See item 5 above. 



February 25, 2020 
Blue Ash City Council Memo 
Page 2 
 
 
9.b.1. Resolution 2020-13 – Authorizing the City Manager to enter into a contract for the 
2020 Paving Program for the unit prices as shown on the attached bid summary 

Bids for the 2020 Paving Program were advertised in the February 5, 2020 Edition of the 
Northeast Suburban Life.  Three bids were received and publicly opened and read aloud on 
Thursday, February 20, 2020.  Administration is recommending Council authorize an award to 
the low bidder, Barrett Paving Materials, Inc. for unit prices as shown on the bid summary. Staff 
recommends the award include the base bid, alternate 1, alternate 2, and alternate 3 which 
meet the budgeted allotment for this work. The bids were consistent with the engineer’s 
estimate. 
A summary of this year’s paving program is shown below: 

Base Bid – Asphalt, milling, spot curb repair, spot sidewalk repair, storm sewer inlet 
repair, install ADA ramps, and base repair. Sycamore Trace, Ash Ct., Heather Ct., and 
Locust Ln. (Sycamore Trace Subdivision), Plainfield Rd. (between Cooper Rd. and Peppermill 
Ln. intersections), Alpine Ave., Belleview Ave (between Kenwood Rd. and Blue Ash Rd.), and 
Cherry St. 

a. Reed Hartman Highway at Carver Crosswalk. Installation of ADA ramps, 
crosswalks, wide shoulder along Carver, and pedestrian signals at the 
intersection of Reed Hartman Highway and Carver Rd. 

b. Reed Hartman Highway at Glendale-Milford Rd. Crosswalk. Installation of 
ADA ramps, realignment of crosswalks, pedestrian signals, and sidewalk across 
pork chop island at the intersection of Reed Hartman Highway and Glendale-
Milford Rd. 

Alternate 1 – Asphalt, milling, full curb replacement, base repair, and storm sewer inlet 
repair on Ashwood Drive. 

Alternate 2 – Asphalt, milling, full curb replacement, base repair, and storm sewer inlet 
repair. Summit Ave., Brittany Dr., Elizabeth Pl., Cynthia Ct., and Leadwell Ln. 

Alternate 3 – Removal and Install of RPM’s (Reflective Pavement Markers) along Kenwood 
Rd. between Creek Rd. and Cornell Rd. 
Please direct questions regarding this Resolution to the Public Works Director. 

9.c.1. Resolution 2020-14 – Authorizing the City Solicitor to accept the One Ohio 
Memorandum of Understanding regarding the pursuit and use of potential opioid 
litigation settlement funds. 
As was recently reported in the Ohio Municipal League Legislative Bulletin, the State of Ohio is 
attempting to unify local governments in pursuit of a joint damages settlement with painkiller 
manufacturers and drug distributors.  Local governments are being asked to vote by March 6 
on whether to accept or reject a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that would determine 
how monies would be divided.  The potential settlement funds would be distributed on the basis 
of opioid deaths per capita and other criteria, with 30% routed to local governments and 15% to 
the State. The money must be spent to battle opioid addiction and fund treatment and also can 
be used to cover past costs.  The remaining 55% of money would be endowed to a nonprofit 
foundation to fight opioid abuse and provide treatment funds through grants.  If the opioid 
settlement totaled $1 billion, it is estimated that Blue Ash would receive nearly $775,000 as its 
share. 
In order to participate in this settlement, it is necessary to approve a resolution authorizing the 
City Solicitor to accept the One Ohio MOU at this week’s meeting. 
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Please direct questions regarding this Resolution to the City Solicitor or Fire Chief. 

10.a Miscellaneous Business – Greg Dale, McBride Dale Clarion, will be present to 
receive feedback from City Council on the Downtown District 

At City Council’s retreat, several potential downtown projects were discussed including private 
property redevelopment, relocation of the library, and redesign of the City’s public spaces.  As a 
result of that discussion, Council requested a downtown planning and visioning exercise. That 
exercise will be held at a Council workshop on March 26th. In preparation of that workshop, 
Greg Dale of McBride Dale Clarion, (the planning firm who authored the City’s comprehensive 
plan and zoning code) will be present at Thursday’s meeting to hear initial thoughts that will 
help shape the March 26th agenda. 
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